"The Seriousness of Sin" 

Genesis 19 

What is sin? 

Sin is any attitude or any action against God. 

Colossians 3:5 "Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 
immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry." 

Colossians 3:8 "But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, 
slander, filthy language from your lips." 

Romans 5:12 "Sin came into the world because of what one man did and with sin came death." 

Ecclesiastes 7:20 "There is not a single person in all the earth who is always good and never sins." 

Sin - " falling short ", missing the mark. 

Romans 3:23 "All have sinned and fallen short." 

Transgression - A deliberate , intentional , willful decision to break the law. 

Iniquity - The attitude of my heart. 

Psalms 32:5 "I acknowledge my sin to you. I did not cover up my iniquity and I confess my 
transgressions and you forgave my guilt." 

Three reasons why we sin: 

1. Nature 

Romans 8:7 "Your sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did obey God's laws and 
it never will." 

2. Nurture 

3. Culture 

What does sin do? 

Sin deceives , destroys and will always be discovered . 

Downward spiral of Lot: He looked at Sodom (1 3:1 0); He lived near Sodom (1 3:12); He lived in 
Sodom (14:12); He ruled over Sodom (19:1). 

Why did God destroy Sodom and Gomorrah? 

1 . The city was utterly given over to moral perversion . 

Romans 1 :23-26 "And exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a 
mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. Therefore God gave them over in the 
sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one 
another. They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created 
things rather than the Creator — who is forever praised. Amen. Because of this, God gave them 
over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural 
ones." 



2. As a warning to the ungodly. 

Jude 7 "In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave 
themselves up to sexual immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those 
who suffer the punishment of eternal fire." 

3. As an act of mercy to the surrounding cities. 

4. Because the righteous failed to make a difference. 

Four questions for Lot: 

1 . How has living in Sodom affected you personally ? 

"When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan." 
Proverbs 29:2 

2. How much have you influenced the city for good? 

3. What do you have to show for years in Sodom? 

4. What happened to your family ? 

Four closing thoughts: 

1 . Realize the seductive power of small decisions. 

2. Understand the deadening effect of moral compromise. 

3. Know that God will judge sin. 

4. Comprehend the cost of living in two worlds. 

5. Take to heart the tragic cost of compromise. 

Matthew 1 1 :20-24 "Then Jesus began to denounce the towns in which most of his miracles had 
been performed, because they did not repent. "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For 
if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and 
Sidon on the day of judgment than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? 
No, you will go down to Hades. For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed 
in Sodom, it would have remained to this day. But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom 
on the Day of Judgment than for you." 

"Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner and I am sorry for my sin. I turn and repent of my sins right 
now. Thank you for dying on the cross for me and paying the price for my sin. Please come into 
my heart and life right now. Fill me with your Holy Spirit and help me to be your disciple. Thank 
you for forgiving me and coming into my life. Thank you that I am now a child of yours and that I 
am going to heaven. In Jesus name, I pray. Amen." 



